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NIMS “Typing” Debacle:

We renamed approximately 

10,000 tankers

for less than 50 of these



Requirements for 

data gathering per 

FEMA

Step 1: Gather Data

Download the 

IRIS program file

Step 2: Review IRIS
SNL fleet services to include specific 

information:

Operator, dept., Equip ID, Fleet ID, 

Year, Manufacturer, Model,  

Description, Asset category, 

Serial/VIN, Fuel type

Step 3: Request information from 

Fleet Services

Step 4: Develop an IRIS 

Identifier Key

SNL fleet services to 

include specific 

spreadsheet requirements

Step 5: Develop an IRIS site 

specific  key as required

Identify specialized equipment in focus 

(for the 8 primary NIMS IRIS areas):

•Emergency Management

•Public Works

•Law Enforcement

•Emergency Medical



Step 6: Enter your site specific Resources Input into 

IRIS per the IRIS Identifier Key you developed.

Identify specialized equipment in focus 

(the 8 primary NIMS IRIS areas):

Animal Health Public Works

Law Enforcement Emergency Management

Emergency Medical Fire & HazMat

Health & Medial Search & Rescue

Step 7: NIMS IRIS 

Resource Typing Complete 

Brief management on the completed process, and get permission to share it.  

Get hard or electronic copies of the data into the hands of those that will 

need it, and brief them on how to access it.
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• So what does this mean for you!!!

• The intent of this presentation is to make the 

IRIS Resource Typing data gathering process 

easier for you. 

– This is one way of getting it Done! 



National Incident Management System, 

Incident Resource Inventory System,           

Resource Typing (How To Process)

• Advantages 

– Consider Budgetary Measures:

• Cost savings 

• Ready made inventory when completed.

– Inventory of  equipment assets available/on-hand.

• Knowing who has what equipment where, and 

knowing how to get it saves time and $, maybe 

even lives.

– Externally, it helps in information sharing, because it 

provides the bigger picture on resources availability.  
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• Disadvantages

– IRIS requires maintenance of effort for the 

inventory to remain current.

– If you continually are tasked to provide those 

resources (?)

– If the information is not shared, the purpose of 

IRIS in not maximized.
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• The next series of slides are going to take you through 

what the equipment resource data information looks like 

when entered.

• NIMS IRIS Version 3.0

• http://www.nimssc.org/iris

• Iris-support@nimssc.net

http://www.nimssc.org/iris
mailto:Iris-support@nimssc.net
mailto:Iris-support@nimssc.net
mailto:Iris-support@nimssc.net
mailto:Iris-support@nimssc.net
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• Contact information:

– Sandia National Laboratories

Dennis J. Cavalier

Training and Support Team Supervisor

Incident Commander – Emergency Management

P.O. Box 5800

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87185-0174

Telephone: (505) 845-3082, 

Email: djcaval@sandia.gov

• NIMS IRIS Support: 

All questions/issues should be emailed to: 

iris-support@nimssc.net

mailto:djcaval@sandia.gov
mailto:iris-support@nimssc.net
mailto:iris-support@nimssc.net
mailto:iris-support@nimssc.net

