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Teleconference 08-03 Participants 
 
Tom Bellinger, BWXT Y-12 
John Ciolek, Alpha TRAC 
Kirk Clawson, INL 
Dorothy Cohen, ORISE 
Mark Fitzgerald, OFCM 
Dave Freshwater, NA-41 
Cliff Glantz, PNNL 
Scot Johnson, LANL 
Erik Kabela, SRNL 
Carl Mazzola, Shaw Environmental 
Judy Ryland, ORISE 
Walt Schalk, ARL/SORD 
Gustavo Vazquez, DOE/HS-21 
 

 
Teleconference Highlights 

 
I. Roll Call 
 
Carl Mazzola conducted a roll call and acknowledged that 13 individuals involved in the DMCC 
program were present, and the teleconference was called to order. 
 
II. Administrative Matters 
 

A. Previous Teleconference Highlights and Action Items 
 
Carl Mazzola indicated that highlights of the April 1, 2008 teleconference have been developed 
and will be posted by ORISE on the DMCC portion of the EMI SIG web page. 
 
 B. DMCC Action Item Status 
 
Carl briefly discussed the latest updated DMCC Program Action Item (AI) listing. At the time of 
the last teleconference, nine (9) action items were open, and the progress on these AIs will be 
discussed in today’s conference call. The assist visits is in a separate status table. The existing 
DMCC AI list and assist visit status table will be updated on the basis of information exchange 
during this teleconference and other relevant events. 
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 C. American Nuclear Society (ANS) Topical Meetings on Emergency 
Preparedness & Response (EP & R) 

 
Carl mentioned that the 11th EP & R meeting has been established and will be getting 
calendar placement at ANS next week. It is planned for in downtown Knoxville, TN, the week of 
August 7, 2011. 
 
 D. DMCC Meeting and NUMUG Meeting 
 
Walt Schalk and John Ciolek reviewed the highlights the 15th DMCC Meeting in Reston, VA on 
May 5, 2008. It was viewed by the attendees as a very good meeting since external speakers 
from the Washington, DC area brought in some fresh ideas. Speakers from the national 
Weather Service (NWS), Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and the Office of the Federal 
Coordinator for Meteorology (OFCM) participated. Carl mentioned that the meeting report has 
been drafted and is under review by DMCC leadership. It should be issued later this month and 
posted on the web page. ORISE has a link available to access all of the presentations. 
 
III. Assist Visit Status 
 
Carl discussed the status of the ongoing DMCC Assist Visit (AV) program. 
 

Oak Ridge Reservation: Y-12 
 
Tom Bellinger and Robert Gee requested a follow-up to the May 2004 Y-12 AV, which took 
place on May 28-29, 2008. Carl Mazzola and Matt Parker performed the assist visit and 
developed 24 observations and recommendations. The report is under preparation and a 
draft should be available by the end of July. 
 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) 
 

During the DMCC meeting and the Y-12 AV, Kevin Birdwell, who runs the ORNL 
meteorological program, mentioned that he would be requesting an AV for October 2008. 

 
Hanford Site 

 
Carl Mazzola presented the AV program to Will Shaw and Cliff Glantz on May 2, 2008.  An AV 
before the upcoming meteorological program procurement may serve as a good baseline of 
the program. Cliff indicated there is a good chance that an AV will be requested before the 
end of FY08. 
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Savannah River National Laboratory (SRNL) 
 
Chuck Hunter had earlier indicated that the AV at Savannah River Site (SRS) is tentatively 
scheduled for late-2008. No further discussion during this teleconference. 

 
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) 

 
Joel Siegel is still addressing the August 2005 AV observations and recommendations. DMCC 
will discuss when a follow-up AV should take place. No further discussion during this 
teleconference. 
 

Idaho National Laboratory (INL) 
 
Kirk Clawson is developing a formal response to the 2004 AV and may request a follow-up 
assist visit sometime in FY09. 
 

Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) 
 
An AV was performed in August 2006 and work has begun on selecting an improved three-
dimensional mass-consistent atmospheric transport and dispersion model, adding a 
meteorological tower and instrument surveillance program and augmenting the meteorological 
data quality assurance. No need for follow-up until at least until late 2009. No further 
discussion during this teleconference. 

 
Pantex Site 

 
Chuck Rives was not available to discuss possible DMCC support to a planned Pantex self-
assessment of its meteorological program. Pantex had its AV in April 1997. Chuck Rives may 
move forward with a self-assessment once the DMCC AV Guide is issued and may 
supplement his team with a DMCC member. No further discussion during this teleconference. 
 

Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL) 
 
A Statement of Work to perform an AV at BNL was sent on October 15, 2006. BNL is 
evaluating funding options and when it would like the AV performed. BNL reiterated its need 
for an AV at the DMCC Meeting and although quite interested, has no funding. Gus Vazquez 
will assist in partial funding. No further discussion during this teleconference. 
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IV. DMCC Projects 
 
AI 07-02: At an earlier teleconference, Gus Vazquez provided a status on the DOE EH-0173T 
update and indicated that the balance of the chapters of this technical guide has been revised 
in a similar manner to Chapter 5, Meteorology. This guide will become a companion to the 
upcoming revision of DOE O 5400.5. The revision to this eleven-chapter 1991-vintage guide 
has been prepared and is undergoing DOE/HS internal review and will soon be placed on 
Rev Com. Gus indicated that the update to DOE O 5400.5 is also ongoing and until this effort 
is complete, the draft of DOE/EH-0173T will not be issued for review. Once the changes to 
DOE O 5400.5 are finalized, DOE/EH-0173 can be finalized to ensure consistency between 
the two documents. Gus will request a DMCC review of Chapter 5 since it was prepared back 
in 2004. DOE O 5400.5 is expected to be completed in the September-October 2008 
timeframe. ACTIVITY PROCEEDING. 
 
AI 08-01: John Ciolek further discussed the DMCC Forum, which has been successfully 
implemented. ACTIVITY CAN BE CLOSED. 
 
AI 08-03: The work on the DOE/NNSA meteorological program equipment survey has not yet 
begun. It will be modeled after the NUMUG survey. ACTIVITY PROCEEDING. 
 
AI 08-05: Carl shared that the DMCC Consequence Assessment Self-Appraisal Guide is about 
60% complete. Funding to complete the work will be available in early FY09. The SCAPA 
Consequence Assessment Modeling Working Group (CAMWG), now chaired by Jeremy 
Rischel, PNNL, will be providing a peer review. ACTIVITY PROCEEDING. 
 
V. DMCC Issues 
 
AI 06-12: With respect to the SQA associated with meteorological data acquisition, DMCC 
interest is in the more narrow area of meteorological monitoring software. Cliff Glantz updated 
the progress on this issue and mentioned that he and Walt Schalk presented separate 
papers at the March 2008 topical meeting on this subject and he presented it at the DMCC 
meeting and to the nuclear utility meteorological program managers at the June 2008 
Nuclear Utility Meteorological data User Group (NUMUG) meeting. Response was very 
positive at these trade group meetings. 
 
Cliff indicated that there are plans to develop a separate task force to address this matter. 
The value of this product is to have it available if NNSA/DOE site managers request it, and to 
commercial suppliers to ensure that they integrate it into the new instrumentation software. It 
will focus on the most important SQA elements which include configuration management, 
user’s guides and documentation, and adequate verification and validation. The papers will 
be posted on the DMCC web page. ACTIVITY PROCEEDING. 
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VI. Status of Related Federal/Private Sector Programs 
 
AI 04-11: John Ciolek discussed the status of ANSI/ANS meteorological Voluntary Consensus 
Standards (VCSs). Five (5) standards are (i.e., ANSI/ANS-2.3, ANSI/ANS-2.15, ANSI/ANS-
2.16, ANSI/ANS-2.21, ANSI/ANS-3.8.10) being prepared. John discussed the high points of 
the ANSI/ANS-2.15 Working Group meeting which took place in Charlotte, NC. John added 
that after ANSI/ANS-2.15 moves into the consensus review process, ANSI/ANS-2.16 and 
ANSI/ANS-3.8.10 will be developed. Nine professionals attended the ANSI/ANS-2.15 
working group meeting, which occurred just prior to the NUMUG Meeting. A draft for 
consensus review of ANSI/ANS-2.15 is targeted for the end of FY09. 
 
Matt Parker chaired the ANSI/ANS-3.11 Working Group meeting, which also took place in 
Charlotte. A decision was made not to reinvigorate the working group since the need to 
revise the standard is not there; mainly since NRC issue Revision 1 to Regulatory Guide 1.23 
through adoption of about 90% of the material in the standard. The standard will undergo a 
5-year reaffirmation in late-2010. 
 
Carl has asked Steve Vigeant to be the working group chair to ANSI/ANS-2.21, ultimate heat 
sink. Steve will get back to him later this month, but appears interested. ACTIVITY 
PROCEEDING. 
 
VII. NNSA/DOE Site Initiatives 
 
AI 07-05: At an earlier meeting, Kirk Clawson agreed to make two ARL/FRD products, the INL 
Wind Pattern Study and INL Climatology Update, available to DMCC members. 
Subsequently, the wind pattern study was rejected by a journal it was submitted to and Kirk 
would like to keep it out of the public domain for now. The publication of the climatology will 
be provided to DMCC members through a web page posting when it is available. ACTIVITY 
CAN BE CLOSED. 
 
AI 07-06: During the 2007 DMCC Meeting, Walt Schalk agreed to make NTS-developed fire 
forecasting guideline which employs the Haynes Index and dry lightning probability. Walt 
mentioned that he is not yet ready with the document and that he hopes it will be available to 
DMCC members around December 2008. ACTIVITY PROCEEDING. 
 
AI 08-02: Scot Johnson indicated that he hadn’t yet contacted Ken Wastrack for guidance on 
the LANL sonic anemometer comparison to mechanical anemometers. Ken had done a similar 
study for TVA in early 2001. Scot shared that the measurements of both types of wind 
speed/wind direction instruments are tracking very well. Mark Fitzgerald mentioned that he was 
aware of an Air Force report on the subject and will get a copy to Scot for his use. ACTIVITY 
PROCEEDING. 
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AI 08-04: Erik Kabela will e-mail the SRS field mill technical paper to Walt Schalk for posting 
on the DMCC web page. . ACTIVITY PROCEEDING. 
 
VIII. DMCC Web Page and Forum Reports 
 
Cliff shared that ORISE had implemented several updates that have improved the quality and 
content of the DMCC web page. The January 29, 2008 and April 1, 2008 teleconference 
highlights need to be posted. 
 
John stated that the DMCC Forum is up and running with several members using its tools to 
communicate with each other. The forum, which is similar to Share Point, is an excellent place 
to develop the ANSI/ANS standards. 
 
IX. New Business: Round Robin 
 
Carl led a round robin discussion: 
 
Hanford: Cliff mentioned that Ken Burk, who runs the Hanford meteorological program, should 
be placed on the DMCC list serve. 
 
INL: Kirk stated that he was preparing a response to the 2004 DMCC Assist Visit and that INL 
was adopting a version of HYSPLIT for its new consequence assessment program needs. This 
will be replacing the almost 30-year old MDIFF code of INEELViz. INL is also working with the 
State of Idaho on this important project. 
 
LANL: Scot shared that the LANL budget for his program was exceptionally good this fiscal 
year which is why he was able to upgrade to sonic anemometers. The better budget was, in 
part, a result of the 2006 DMCC Assist Visit recommendations. Unfortunately, things don’t look 
as good for FY09. 
 
NTS: Walt indicated that ARL/SORD provides general infrastructure support to NNSA/NSO 
and NTS, and an independent evaluation established that it was right-sized. It is presently 
advancing the WRF prognostic model. One major issue is that in February 2009, Vaisala will 
no longer be supporting the lightning detection instrumentation and ARL/SORD will need to find 
another vendor supplier. 
 
OFCM: Mark mentioned that George Mason University was conducting the 12th annual 
conference on mesoscale modeling this week. DMCC will keep this date in mind for next year’s 
conference and may send a representative. Mark will be sending a draft requirements 
document for lightning safety that NOAA has developed for posting on the DMCC web page. 
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SRNL: Erik indicated that SRNL has installed a new NOAA port system. 
 
Y-12: Tom discussed the May 2008 Assist Visit and that he is busy working on the 24 
recommendations. One recommendation had to do with the premature rusting of tower anchor 
bolts. It was determined that the bolts were inadvertently not galvanized. 
 
X. Next DMCC Conference Call 
 
The next DMCC Conference call will be scheduled in September 2008. 
 
XI. Adjournment 
 
The teleconference was adjourned at 3:00 pm EDT. Carl thanked everyone for their time and 
their contributions. 
 
XII. 

• Existing AIs that are not closed are colored green; 

DMCC Program Action Item (AI) Status 
 
Based on the information exchange from the DMCC Meeting and this teleconference, two (2) 
new AIs were opened, and two (2) AIs were closed. This number of DMCC AIs remains at nine. 
 
The color-coding system used in the teleconference highlights are as follows: 
 

 
• New AIs are colored yellow; and, 

 
• AIs to be closed are colored blue. 

 
Carl Mazzola will update the DMCC action item list based on the information exchange from 
this conference call. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

Carl Mazzola 


