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Introduction –
It’s in my backyard?





What is the impact of a bio lab in 
the community?

What is the community expectation?
What does this mean for emergency 
planners?
What are the mutual expectations?
What is involved in bio specific emergency 
planning?



From the Headlines…

In response to a proposed Bio Lab construction…
‘It’s scary”
“What chance would there be for leaks of 
dangerous pathogens -- either from the lab or 
shipments to and from it -- hurting people or the 
hundreds of cattle
on nearby farms?”



Headlines…

“Would their land 
devalue because no one 
would want to buy 
property close to the 
lab?”
“Or would land values 
and taxes shoot up 
because of 
development?”



More headlines…

“Would the community 
be stuck with a big 
contaminated building 
if the government shut 
down the lab 
someday?”
“Would the facility be 
a potential terrorist 
target?”



Local concerns…

A state commissioner of public health, told 
the crowd at Pleasant View Baptist Church 
that the lab would be safe, but…. 



More headlines…

Activists who monitor biosafety issues say there 
have been more than two dozen incidents and 
accidents at such labs in the U.S since 1985, 
including failures of containment and security, 
missing samples and exposures and infections of 
lab workers. 
And Sujatha Byravan, president of the Council for 
Responsible Genetics, said there are no public 
reporting rules that would reveal whether there had 
been other problems.



Quotes from local residents…

Some people weren't 
reassured about living 
close to the lab.
"I don't want to live 
close to it because 
there's nothing 100 
percent," Cheryll Ford 
said of the safety 
procedures.



In the News…

Our priority areas for the next year include: 
#1: "Outreach to the community;" 
#2 "Prevent biowarfare agent research 
expansion at U.S. nuclear weapons labs;" –
Citizen Watch
the L.A. Times revealed that a major  
biocontainment breach occurred at one of the 
premier biodefense institutions in the country 



More news…

An Army investigation found anthrax 
contamination outside secure labs at the Army 
Medical Research Institute of Infectious 
Diseases at Ft. Detrick, Md. 



Press reports…

On May 21, 2004, Russian officials revealed that a 
researcher died of Ebola contracted during a study 
at Vector, the country’s top disease research lab. 
The scientist stuck herself with a needle on May 
5th, while handling guinea pigs infected with the 
virus. 

The Ebola accident at Vector is similar to one that 
occurred in February 2004 at a U.S. biowarfare
agent research lab located at Ft. Detrick, Md. In 
that case, a U.S. researcher stuck herself with a 
needle while handling mice and Ebola. 



More quotes…

In Asia, three accidents with severe acute 
respiratory syndrome, or SARS, in advanced 
biolabs are being referred to as a "wake up call" 
about the risks of lab exposures to deadly pathogens 
On the home front, a novel, virulent form of 
tuberculosis was accidentally and unexpectedly 
created in the laboratory by experts from the 
University of California at Berkeley (UCB), who 
were trying to disable genes and make the 
bacterium less deadly. 



University lab…

Three BU researchers 
were recently infected 
with tularemia in a 
BSL3 lab, and BU has 
received over 80 
environmental 
violations in a span of 
just three years 



Quotes…

"The evacuation plan is 
laughable. If there's any 
sort of accident in this 
lab, it will lead to another 
Katrina," said Maura 
Jacob, a junior at BU who 
has been active in the 
biolab campaign for three 
years.



What does it mean for emergency 
planners?



Public Health is your Key 
Planning Partner

PH is the lead agency for a biological event
Core competencies are the same
But depth of resources and capabilities will vary
Key activities to expect from Public Health include:

Surveillance
Disease reporting 
Mass prophylaxis and/or vaccination
Public and clinician education



Public Health Resources

The budget is cut for PH 
emergency planning every year
They get their direction and 
funding from the CDC, as the 
lead federal agency (LFA) for 
disease response
CDC requires special plans, such 
as smallpox and pandemic 
influenza
PH is new to Unified Command 
response
They are a new emergency 
response planning partner



All eyes will be on you…

PH has the primary responsibility for health 
promotion and environmental safety in the 
jurisdiction
They will be your best resource in an event, 
whether internal or external
But, they will rely on you for expert information 
and advice on your agents
All eyes will be on DOE in an event…
What can DOE do to be prepared?



Emergency Management 
Guidelines

Can be based from all-hazards 
response
Many similarities to other EMG’s
(radiological, nuclear)
Some key differences in 
preparedness, mitigation, response 
and recovery
These differences are enough to 
indicate that for a Bio EMG, 
planners will have to go further 
than initial protective actions



Bio EMG content

Additional actions in the Bio EMG are 
designed to address the specific issues 
that are different during a Bio event than 
in another type of emergency

Prevention, detection, containment, 
mitigation, rapid response and 
recognition of an event, reporting and 
recovery are still the core content
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