
Oak Ridge ReservationOak Ridge Reservation
 Emergency Public Information Program Emergency Public Information Program 

Walter Perry
 Deputy Director of Public Affairs

 Oak Ridge Office 
May 7, 2007



2

OverviewOverview

Developing the Oak Ridge Reservation Developing the Oak Ridge Reservation 
Emergency Public Information (EPI) Emergency Public Information (EPI) 
ProgramProgram

ProductsProducts

Lessons LearnedLessons Learned

QuestionsQuestions

Free CopiesFree Copies



3

Development of EPI ProgramDevelopment of EPI Program

We all know EPIWe all know EPI……
The process of providing the public with The process of providing the public with 
accurate, timely, and useful information and accurate, timely, and useful information and 
instructions throughout the period of an instructions throughout the period of an 
emergencyemergency

What about in advance of an Emergency? What about in advance of an Emergency? 
Our process takes into account education Our process takes into account education 
before an emergency before an emergency 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The most accepted definition falls a bit short we think.  
An effective EPI program must include a component that educates the public before an emergency.  
You don’t want to be figuring out what to do when the siren goes off.  
This is our biggest challenge.�
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Why the Need to Act?Why the Need to Act?

EPI Program is incomplete; lacks critical content EPI Program is incomplete; lacks critical content 
and public education componentand public education component

Do you know what Do you know what sectorsector you live or work in? you live or work in? 
Do you know where your Do you know where your evacuation centerevacuation center is? is? 
Do you know exactly what to do if the Do you know exactly what to do if the sirens soundsirens sound? ? 

Status of DOEStatus of DOE’’s EPI Programs EPI Program
EPI located on various Web sitesEPI located on various Web sites
Web sites are incompleteWeb sites are incomplete
Very little done on the public education componentVery little done on the public education component

Result = Immediate need to act Result = Immediate need to act 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Let me ask a few questions that might illustrate my point.  
OK, I think we’ve seen that this is certainly an area that we need to focus on.  
We looked at what our current EPI program entailed and we found that  2nd bullet.  
I think if there is one aspect I’d like you to keep in mind today, and onward as you see our EPI products, is what we are trying to accomplish:  Get the needed, critical information in one place so as to avoid making people jump around the net.�
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Developing the needed EPI Material: planning and Developing the needed EPI Material: planning and 
development phase began in April 2006development phase began in April 2006
A joint effort, coordinated by the Oak Ridge Public Affairs A joint effort, coordinated by the Oak Ridge Public Affairs 
Office, involving:Office, involving:

NNSA YNNSA Y--12 Site Office 12 Site Office 
DOE Oak Ridge Office DOE Oak Ridge Office -- Emergency Management ProgramEmergency Management Program
Site ContractorsSite Contractors
Tennessee Emergency Management Agency (lead agency in Tennessee Emergency Management Agency (lead agency in 
coordination with local governments)coordination with local governments)
City of Oak RidgeCity of Oak Ridge
Oak Ridge Reservation Local Oversight Committee Oak Ridge Reservation Local Oversight Committee 

For the following facilities:For the following facilities:
Oak Ridge National LaboratoryOak Ridge National Laboratory
YY--12 National Security Complex12 National Security Complex
Oak Ridge Institute for Science and EducationOak Ridge Institute for Science and Education
East Tennessee Technology ParkEast Tennessee Technology Park

The TeamThe Team

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The important thing to focus on here is that this truly is a joint effort, and one that included coordination with stakeholders. �
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Overview of ProductsOverview of Products
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WhatWhat’’s Important to You? s Important to You? --
 

Types of EmergenciesTypes of Emergencies

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
How safe is the Oak Ridge Reservation? 
What types of emergencies could we have?
Radiological 
Chemical  
�
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WhatWhat’’s Important To You? s Important To You? ––
 

51,000 people impacted51,000 people impacted

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Initial Process: Event 
What is shelter in place? 
Follow-on: Evacuation�



WhatWhat’’s Important to You? s Important to You? ––
 

Sources of InformationSources of Information

Where/how do you get Where/how do you get 
information? information? 

Emergency Alert System Emergency Alert System 

DOE Web Site DOE Web Site 
(www.oakridge.doe.gov/emergency)(www.oakridge.doe.gov/emergency)
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WIVK FM 107.7

 

Radio 

WNML FM 99.1/AM 990

 

Radio 

WOKI FM 98.7

 

Radio 

WNOX FM 100.3

 

Radio 

WATE-TV Channel 6

 

ABC affiliate

WBIR-TV Channel 10

 

NBC affiliate 

WVLT-TV Channel 8

 

CBS affiliate

WTNZ-TV Channel 43 
FOX affiliate 

BBB Communications 
Cable Channel 12
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WhatWhat’’s Important to You? s Important to You? ––
 

Shelter LocationsShelter Locations
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WhatWhat’’s Important To You? s Important To You? ––
 

Knowing where to goKnowing where to go

Evacuation RoutesEvacuation Routes
Relocation Shelter for Sector A

If there is an emergency at ETTP 
or ORNL requiring evacuation, 
Sector A reports to the shelter at:

Lenoir City High School
1485 Old Highway 95
Lenoir City, Tennessee 37771

Take most direct route to Highway 
321. Travel on Highway 321 South 
toward Lenoir City to Old Highway 
95. Travel for approximately 2 
miles on Old Highway 95 to Lenoir 
City High School.
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Lessons Learned/Problems AvoidedLessons Learned/Problems Avoided

Tasks that take a long time:Tasks that take a long time:
Research, Writing & EditingResearch, Writing & Editing

Coordination with state & local agenciesCoordination with state & local agencies

Printing and DistributionPrinting and Distribution

Assign a project managerAssign a project manager

Get local community involvementGet local community involvement

Use media to full advantage; theyUse media to full advantage; they’’ll ll 
participate participate 
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