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Highlights 
Hazards Assessment Subcommittee Teleconference 09-06 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009; 2:00 PM EST 

Participants:  

Dorothy Cohen, ORISE  
Jeri Coleman, DOE/HQ  
Wayne Davis, WSMS  
Pat Frankovitch, ANL 
Dave Freshwater, NA-41  
Gerry Gibeault, INL 
Courtney Haggard, WSMS  
Steve Luckett, NA-41 
Carl Mazzola, Shaw Environmental  
Shana Peterson, Y-12 
Phil Pfeiffer, ANL  

Bill Possidente, NTS 
Chuck Rives, Pantex 
Mark Robinson, ORNL  
Brad Salmonson, INL  
Jim Powers, NA-41  
Kerry Ward, INL 
Gary Winner, ANL  
Michele Wolfgram, ORNL  
Ken Young, LLNL  
 

 

I. Roll Call 

Ken Young conducted a roll call and noted that 20 individuals from eight DOE/NNSA locations 
involved with the Hazards Assessment Subcommittee (HASubC) were present.  

II. Welcome and Introductions 

Ken welcomed everyone to the conference call and encouraged more participation in the use of 
the HASubC SharePoint site. Five individuals are currently signed up for the site.  

III. Old Business 

AI 09-01 Dilute gas mixtures screening effects: Wayne Davis indicated that he has 
drafted an entry for Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) regarding dilute gas mixtures screening 
effects, receiving comments from Michele Wolfgram and additional relevant information from a 
presentation by Dave Quigley, Y-12, at an EFCOG Meeting.  Rocky Petrocchi also performed a 
review with respect to corrosivity as a potential hazard.  Wayne will send it to Jim Powers for 
NA-41 review. CONTINUING ACTIVITY  

AI 09-02 Water treatment chemicals: Gerry Gibeault mentioned that his meeting with the 
Fire Department on emergency response associated with releases of water treatment chemicals 
was not very well received.  Gerry is preparing on a paper on this issue but needs to refocus it 
relative to response elements (i.e., what the program is looking for and why it should be 
classified as an Operational Emergency (OE) without need for classification).  He needs to get 
such an agreement before he can finalize it.  The paper emphasizes that first responders can 
still receive support even if these chemicals are not analyzed in the EPHA and if the event is not 
classifiable. CONTINUING ACTIVITY  
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IV. New Business 

Jeri Coleman asked whether the DOE/HS streamlining initiative would result in the need to 
streamline orders; in particular DOE O 151.1C.  Dave Freshwater responded that this initiative 
does not mean that DOE is going to external regulations and also that DOE O 151.1C is 
unaffected by it. 

Carl Mazzola reminds everyone that the January 7, 2010, deadline for submission of 
presentations for the HASubC meeting at EMI SIG is rapidly approaching.  

V. Round Robin 

ANL: Gary Winner mentioned that 5 EPHAs are complete including one for select agents at the 
new BSL-3 facility.  These are now awaiting DOE approval. 

INL: Gerry Gibeault stated that INL benefitted from the recent HS-63 assessment.  It also 
benefitted from using the mixture methodology with respect to the treatment of NaK (sodium 
potassium) fires.  Lastly, the recent drill with NARAC was positive. 

LLNL: Ken Young is working to resolve a disconnect between the chemical management and 
safety programs. The safety organization adds conservative margins to its Authorization Basis 
analyses that results in conflicts with the amount of chemical hazards that are used in EPHAs 
(that is, lacking the same level of conservatism).   

NTS: Bill Possidente is seeking ways to address explosion and other energetic events since 
NARAC cannot yet handle these.  Carl Mazzola suggests using ALOHA Version 5.4.1.2 which can 
model detonations from immediate and delayed ignition, radiant heat impacts from fires, and 
impacts from Boiling Liquid Expanding Vapor Explosions (BLEVEs).   

ORNL: Michele Wolfgram mentioned that EPHAs are being redesigned and she is developing 
the new methodology. 

Pantex: Chuck Rives is looking into how to characterize various waste streams including 
flammable solvents. 

SRS: Wayne Davis briefly discussed the HOTSPOT 2.07 evaluation for its inclusion into the DOE 
Central Registry toolbox.  The evaluation, which began about 3 years ago, is in its final stages 
and HOTSPOT 2.07 should be allowed passage into the toolbox by the first quarter 2010. 
HOTSPOT 2.07 is ready for use and can be downloaded from the Internet.  SRS is also 
submitting 4 EPHAs and a hazard survey for DOE approval. 

Y-12: Shana Peterson mentioned that Y-12 is continuing with its EPHA development.  

VI. Adjournment 

The teleconference was adjourned at 2:43 PM EDT with thanks for everyone’s participation.  
The next teleconference is scheduled for Wednesday, February 17, 2010, at 2:00 p.m EST.  
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VII. HASubC Action Item Status 

Both AIs remain open and no new AIs were opened.  

The color-coding system used in the teleconference highlights is as follows:  

• Existing AIs that are not closed are green.  

• New AIs are yellow.  

• AIs to be closed are blue. 
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