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Participants:  
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Meeting Highlights 
 
I. Roll Call 
 
Cliff Glantz conducted a roll call and acknowledged that eight (8) individuals were present.  
 
II. Discussion 
 
Cliff Glantz and Carl Mazzola led the discussion which included the following topics: 
 

1. Modeling Biological Transport Mechanisms: Cliff Glantz discussed various indoor air 
quality models which included CONTAM, COMIS and IAQX. Cliff showed the CONTAM 
schematic and indicated that he would provide a list of individuals who have had 
experience running that code. He shared that Don Hadley (PNNL) is the code’s 
custodian. The BWG took an action to run the CONTAM code to see if it is useful for 
emergency response purposes. Dina Matz suggested that if CONTAM proves to be a 
useful code that it should be integrated into NARAC. Cliff also briefly discussed the 
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory (LBL) COMIS model, but cautioned that it has not had 
recent frequent use, it may not be supported, and its web site hasn’t been updated for 
four (4) years.  
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2. Additional Modeling Considerations: Michael Heitkamp mentioned that models of this 
type are applicable except that they do not account for the microorganism death when 
they impinge on surfaces that are hostile to them. Frank emphasized that the indoor air 
quality models are very facility-specific and dependent on the size and specifications of 
the Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) system. Dina Matz brought in the 
aspect of concern for secondary infection and that we should integrate in the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) epidemiological model which considers this. Cliff mentioned that 
for planning, the HOTSPOT code could be adapted for use while for response, the 
NARAC code would be best. Dina Matz added that indoor redistribution and exfiltration to 
the environment would also have to be considered to determine the impact to the public 
from a laboratory release and that Department of Defense (DoD) and the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) are also investigating this. Michael Heitkamp added that we 
should also consider the effects on workers and collocated workers when an external 
source of biological material infiltrates the building and gets redistributed indoors. 

 
3. Emergency Response Considerations: Frank Roberto moved the discussion to 

emergency response after a known bioagent release. He asked whether evacuation was 
appropriate, or do you begin decontamination efforts or do you monitor? One definite 
action would be to immediately notify workers and near-field receptors. John Searing 
indicated that he would call the National Aeronautical and Space Administration (NASA) 
Plum Island facility to see what they are doing in this area. 

 
4. Biosafety EMG: Dave Freshwater mentioned that the Biosafety Emergency 

Management Guide (EMG) has not yet been issued since there were a significant 
number of comments in the last RevCom review; especially in Chapter 2. Dave stated 
that Jim Powers, NA-41, met with Don Harvey, LLNL to resolve many of his comments. 
Frank Roberto asked to see these comments so he could help in the final resolution. 
Dave also noted that the EMG was written to meet BMBL-4 and now BMBL-5 has been 
issued. Frank Roberto added that the changes from BMBL-5 were not that substantial. 
Dave indicated that the next EMG version should be ready by the end of May 2007. 
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III. Next SCAPA BWG Meeting 
 
Cliff Glantz indicated that next SCAPA BWG teleconference has not yet been scheduled. The 
next SCAPA BWG meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 7, 2008 during the next EMI-SIG 
meeting in Washington, DC. 
 
IV. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 a.m. MDT. Cliff and Carl thanked everyone for their time and 
their contributions. 


