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Participants 

Cliff Glantz, PNNL 
Michael Heitkamp, SRNL 
Jonathan Jeff, ANL 
Lori Manis, ORNL 
Carl Mazzola, Shaw Environmental 
Debra Newby, INL 

Jim Powers, NA-41  
Frank Roberto, INL 
Dan Schubacker, ANL  
Dina Siegel, LANL 
Gary Winner, ANL 

Roll Call and Introduction 

Dina Siegel conducted a roll call and acknowledged that 11 individuals were present. Each 
participant introduced themselves and briefly discussed their responsibilities. 

EMI SIG 2011 

Cliff Glantz indicated that the SCAPA meeting agenda has been completed and will soon be 
posted on the EMI SIG Annual Meeting web page. The SCAPA meeting will take place on 
Monday, May 2, 2011, in Charleston, SC.  The BWG has a brief 10-minute presentation during 
the SCAPA meeting.  ORISE is requesting that all SCAPA presentations be submitted to them by 
April 25, 2011. 

The BWG will conduct its annual meeting on Wednesday, May 4, 2011, from 7:00 a.m.–  
8:30 a.m. EDT.    

Discussion 

ABSA September 2011 Meeting 

The SCAPA BWG has a formal alliance with the American Biological Safety Association (ABSA) 
and has committed to share information on the ways DOE/NNSA sites are addressing biosafety 
issues.   A forum for sharing this information will be the 55th Annual ABSA conference, to be 
held in Anaheim, CA, from September 26–29, 2011.  A number of BWG members will be in 
attendance at this meeting.  
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11th Topical Meeting on Emergency Preparedness and Response 

The topical meeting will take place in Knoxville, TN, August 7–10, 2011.  Frank Roberto will 
develop a special biosafety panel session for this conference.  Panel members will not have to 
submit abstracts or prepare full papers.  This session will help the BWG in its preparation for 
the ABSA meeting.   

Applied Biosafety Technical Paper 

A technical paper on Incident Response Planning for Biosafety Facilities was published in March 
2011 and a PDF pre-print is available.  Frank Roberto will provide the URL upon request. 

CDC Report on University of Chicago Plague Death 

Frank reported on the unfortunate death of a University of Chicago researcher from brucellosis.  
The Centers for Disease Control have issued its final report on this incident; and it is still 
inconclusive whether it was a laboratory-acquired infection or whether there was another route 
of exposure.  It is possible that the researcher may have been immuno-compromised since 
health problems existed prior to the conduct of the research.  Dan Schubacker added that the 
researcher had a disease with elevated iron blood levels.  Since this particular organism needs 
to obtain iron to live and multiply, this antecedent disease may have increased the host’s 
susceptibility.  The researcher also was diabetic and did not notify the hospital that he had been 
working with this particular strain. 

Bubonic Plague Cases Associated w ith Pet in Oregon 

Frank mentioned that there were several confirmed cases of bubonic plague contracted during 
a camping trip in Oregon.  Apparently, the campers’ dogs shared their owners’ sleeping bags 
and plague-carrying fleas migrated from the dogs to the people.  The dogs probably acquired 
plague-carrying fleas earlier that day after contact with, or proximity to, infected rodents (e.g., 
prairie dogs) fleas.  All of the plague victims survived, although one victim had to have his legs 
amputated.   

Round Robin 

Dina Siegel, LANL DOE/HQ has signed off on the DEIS for the LANL BSL-3 facility, which 
satisfies this stage of NEPA requirements. The Final Environmental 
Impact Statement will be completed by November 2011, which will 
enable the 10-year old facility to commence work. This long delay was 
the result of numerous lawsuits. 
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Frank Roberto, INL Dan Marsick, DOE/HS has issued a request for a listing of Points of 
Contact of Biosafety Officers at all DOE and NNSA sites. The SCAPA 
BWG web page could be an excellent vehicle for storing and 
transmitting such information. 

After identifying the Biosafety Officers, a BWG blog or the BWG list 
server represent potential ways to facilitate communication. 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m. EDT as Frank thanked everyone for their participation.   
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