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What kinds of people work at START?
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We have senior faculty as well as junior faculty from fields like political science, criminology, economics, public policy, sociology, public health- all of whom are looking at the questions of why does terrorism happen and what impact does it have from their different perspectives. So we’re trying to bring all those expertise together in this unique effort.

What does START provide to the homeland security community and the public at large?


We broadly are helping DHS to understand the human causes and consequences of terrorism better so that they can help to assist in the whole effort of deterrence and prevention of future terrorism attacks- be they large scale or small scale. What we try to do in that regard is provide analysts across DHS with new data and new findings about how terrorist groups operate and what they do. So, for instance we’re doing a lot of work tying to understand the evolution of groups- how they move from a nonviolent organization to a violent organization.


What is the Global Terrorism Database?
The Global Terrorism Database is the largest open source database on terrorist incidents in the world. So, the database includes information on about 85,000 terrorist events that have happened around the world since 1970. We’re in the process of updating it through 2008 and then we’ll be working to keep it current. So, for each event, for each of these 85,000 events, regardless of whether they happened in Oklahoma City or in Islamabad we have information on where it happened, when it happened, who, if we know who the perpetrator was, we have a lot of information on that, so specific group names but also characteristics of the groups, the impacts, so if there were causalities, fatalities. So this allows us, this allows START researchers to do a lot of different types of analyses trying to understand regional trends, local trends, trends in weapon choice, but we’ve also provided this data to the federal government and to government agencies to use for whatever purposes they have.
How do other graduate and undergraduate students become involved with START?
For undergraduates, we have one of two in the country undergraduate minors in terrorism studies and it’s a program that we’re looking to grow in the future. We’re also always looking for good graduate students to come here and to engage in our research to work with the faculty that we have and we think that our students have a really unique opportunity to not only work on this cutting edge research, but also to work directly with the policy makers and Homeland Security decision makers who are going to be using our research and to really understand the relevance of the research we’re doing. 

