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What is START and how does it prepare our government to respond to terrorism?

Well our mission is to study the human causes and consequences of terrorism from the perspective of the social and behavioral sciences, and what we’ve found is that our niche is really bringing rigorous academic work in the social and behavioral sciences to government practitioners. 
What are the three main research areas that START covers with regards to terrorism? 


There are three primary areas that we investigate: terrorist group formation, so we look at who joins terrorist groups, why they join terrorist groups, what makes them turn towards these groups as sort of an outlet for their grievances. We then look at terrorist group dynamics-once terrorist groups are formed, how do they operate? Why do they make the choices they do? And then also, what ends a terrorist group? What makes them decide to stop operating? And then finally, we look at societal impacts of terrorism. So, what is the impact of both groups and individuals of both terrorist attacks and living continually under the idea of a terrorist threat?
What kind of education outreach programs does START have in place?

In terms of our educational mission, as I’ve said before, our goal is to make sure we’re pushing our research out to people who need it. And part of that is training students who are going to go into the workforce in homeland security- training them in some of the questions we’re asking. So, why do people join terrorist groups? What do they do once they’re in them? What happens when a terrorist group attacks? What is the long lasting impact of that event? And then we work to work to also train the homeland security workforce through our graduate certificate in terrorism analysis. The graduate certificate is essentially an executive level program. It’s a four course sequence, starting with Terrorism Motivations and Intents; next course is Tools and Practices of Terrorism Analysis. Students then take a course called Homeland Security Policy, and finally a course called Trends in Terrorism and Counterterrorism. 
What types of individuals does START hope to attract?
In terms of who we’re looking for, we look for someone who has a really strong interest in learning about terrorism and terrorist groups. It’s great if you do have a background in social or behavioral sciences, but it’s not necessarily required. We’re looking for someone who wants to the learn the process of doing social and behavioral science research and who wants to learn the process of doing policy relevant research on a topic like terrorism.
